
The study and writing of history cannot afford just to be about the reading of documents. To the utmost extent 
possible, we need lovingly preserved places to help us tell our stories. We live in an age of shocking and almost 
universal skepticism. People either donèt read or donèt believe what they read if it contradicts their preconceived 
prejudices.  Increasingly, people are willing to believe only what they can see. We therefore need places to remind 
each other that history is not a fable or a fraud -- that it is real, and that, indeed, facts actually exist and matter. 
This, too, is Orchard Houseès gift to us. 

 
Threats and challenges come upon us daily, but we are blessed to have 
friends and donors who care enough to keep Orchard House going.  

Even when a tornado swept right past our door on August 22nd,                
we survived to help our neighbors, and were profoundly touched        
by the outpouring of concern and support from people all over          
the country.  
 
No matter what comes our way, we are determined to continue the     
proud traditions of the 350-year-old home in our second century         
to keep it êforever young.ë  A case in point is our plan to install the     
most environmentally-sustainable geothermal climate control in 2017.  
This much-needed system will properly regulate heat and humidity to preserve the treasured Alcott collection as well      
as Orchard House itself -- our largest and oldest artifact!   Expensive on the front-end but economical in the long-run, 
this cutting-edge system will help us dramatically reduce our carbon footprint and save precious financial resources.   
 
All that we do to keep Orchard House going depends upon our wonderful Annual Appeal donors, whose gifts bolster 
our operating budget and help our finances stay in the black.  In order to meet our $240,000 goal this year, we need 
your help.  The philanthropy initiative of êGiving Tuesdayë falls on November 29th this year, which happens to be       
the shared birth date of Louisa May Alcott and her father!  What better êbirthday presentë than a generous donation        
to the home that tells their story and that of a fascinating period in American history?  Once again, John Matteson         
so kindly states: 
 

This house, which I consider one of the best places on earth, deserves the very best.  You have a chance now to      
do something very, very good by donating as generously as possible to the Annual Appeal of Orchard House.          
I respectfully but strongly urge you to do so. 

 
With tremendous gratitude to John, and to all who care deeply about Orchard House, I re-affirm our pledge to do the 
very best to make you proud of your choice to support us.  Thank you.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
  
 
 
 
Jan Turnquist 
Executive Director 
 
 
P.S.  Please note that all donations received by January 31, 2017 still count toward the 2016 Appeal! 

Irreplaceable     È     Innovative     È     Inspirational 
 

People often use words like these to describe Orchard House, and their excitement 

gladdens our hearts!  The Alcott ethos uplifts us daily.  Our outstanding Staff conduct 
award-winning tours and educational programs underscored by passion and 
sensitivity.  Recently, a Staffer wrote: 
 

For many, Orchard House is a pilgrimage of sorts -- they come with stories in 
their hearts and tears in their eyes. This museum is more than a building, it is a 
home to all who enter.  Thank you to my Orchard House sisters, who are the 
living embodiment of the Alcott spirit. 

 
The Alcottsí love of learning takes a modern form in gatherings like our Summer 
Conversational Series and Teacher Institute, while their dedication to nurturing 
children finds expression in our many youth programs, which grow every year.  
 

Yet another example is found in the way we 
uniquely honor Louisaís joy of long-distance 
running through our exciting annual 5K/10K 
chaired by three-time Boston Marathon 
winner and two-time Olympian Uta Pippig.  
This year, we were also fortunate to have the 
devoted father-son team of Rick and Dick 
Hoyt and members of Team Hoyt joining 
nearly 500 others (during a microburst!); 
many expressed what a privilege it was to 
attend this event. 
 
Scholars also often take note of the enduring significance of Orchard House.  A recent 
letter from Pulitzer Prize winner John Matteson says it well: 
 

I believe that no opportunity to sing the praises of this unique and marvelous 
institution should pass unnoticed. A list of American homes that matter more 
than Orchard House might include Monticello and Mount Vernon, but after 
that the list becomes very short. And more than any of the other houses you are 
likely to name, Orchard House is a childrenès house. 

 
The educational programs at the House    
are first rate: inventive, imaginative,      

and great ly appealing to developing 
minds.  In a culture that seems to think    
less and less about the importance of 
history, we need to persuade children of    
its importance as early and with as much    
of a sense of beauty and wonder as          
we can. Orchard House accomplishes this   
very important goal better than any place 
else I know. 
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